
When Life Throws You 
A Monkey Wrench

2020 MQSC VP Challenge



The title of the quilt 
is "monkey wrench 
train.” 

The quilt is fused 
and then stitched in 
place.  it would 
have been great if I 
could have found 
some monkey 
fabric in the right 
scale to put on top 
of or inside the 
monkey wrench 
railroad cars.  Great 
fun to make. 

Geri Cross
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The idea for my 
challenge block is 
pretty obvious. I was 
thumbing through 
some pattern books in 
March hoping to get 
inspired, when I looked 
at the stack of masks I 
needed to finish for 
friends and family, 
when needless to say, I 
had an epiphany. 

I call it "Never in my 
Wildest Dreams". The 
mother of pearl 
earrings and necklace 
represent the moon. 

Dena Harding 
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I saw a quilt at PIQF a few 
years back where the 
blocks appeared to be 
melting.  This is my 
attempt.  My husband says 
it looks like a space ship 
blasting off. 

Trina Jahnsen
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When life throws a monkey wrench, I need to go outside and enjoy nature..…walking, hiking, and 
for me that includes doing these activities with family and friends. 

I included the backing photo because that fabric was my inspiration after receiving the bright 
chartreuse.  

Carole Simkins 

The Back
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I loved the bright idea of a  Cut 
Apart Monkey Wrench. Not as 
happy with the execution!  
After sewing the cut aparts 
together, the block was of 
course smaller than the 
required size, hence the white 
strips set in to bring the block 
to 12”.

Deana Abramowitz
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When life throws you a Monkey Wrench I made banana bread!!   With the pandemic happening I made 
banana bread.  I hadn't made it in years, but my 1st batch did come out good but my 2nd was great!

Debbie Ward 

Quilting
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" "  

Denise Ragozzino
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Bridge Over Troubled Waters 
  
When life throws me a 
monkey wrench I turn to 
nature and meditation for 
comfort, peace and strength. 
The quilt includes a bridge 
over a creek.  The bridge is 
anchored by two monkey 
wrench blocks.  On the tree’s 
trunk and branches I wrote 
the meditation mantra, May I 
be: filled with loving 
kindness,  safe, well, peaceful 
and at ease. 

Techniques:  I used both raw 
edge and finished applique.  
The tree canopy and the 
moon were appliquéd using 
the double blanket stitch.  The 
night sky was cut on a curve 
and pieced to the day sky.  I 
used free motion quilting for 
the sky, grass, and rocks, and 
a walking foot on the bridge.  
The tree’s branches feature 
thread painting. 

Linda Lampsen 
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My challenge quilt 

Kathy Vedder
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When Life throws You 
a Monkey Wrench - 
Keep Your Dreams 
Alive 

Julie Neff
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Quilt title: “2020” 

Deconstructed 
Contained Symmetry 

Saraj Cory 
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My theme was "Social Distancing" with Minion's: 
In their world six feet apart, with "button" masks in place while floating above the COVID -19 virus. The virus 
is pink with polk-a-dots and dangling beads. Monkey wrench is the nucleus with a moon shining true. The 
back of the block is of Minion's doing their best to find a way out of the" stay at home order".  At times it did 
feel like the great ESCAPE!  This was fun, helped put a smile on a tough time.....thank-you for this challenge! 

Janske Silva
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My monkey wrench is broken 

I learned the value of a monkey 
wrench very early in life 
It fixed my crib when i shook the 
rails too hard, 
It kept the wheels on my tricycle 
It fixed the gears on the model T 
pick up, 
It gave me great comfort when i 
skinned my knee, my Dad would 
let me hold it while mother 
applied the iodine. 
When i was 6 yrs old, i lost my 
Grandmother, the Monkey 
Wrench didn’t seem to be as 
comforting . 
As time passed, it seemed 
to lose more of its effectiveness, 
I realized that my Monkey 
Wrench might be failing. 
I talked to my monkey wrench 
about this Covid thing 
And it isn”t responding at all. 
The Monkey Wrench is over 100 
yrs of age. 
Sentiment does not allow me to 
let it go. 
Sadly, i must admit that my 
Monkey Wrench is Broken 

Ruth Acquistapace
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When life throws you a 
monkey wrench...


I look for distraction.  
Choosing the colors 
and making these little 
monkey wrenches 
was a wonderful 
distraction.  I’m not 
thrilled with how my 
embroidered attempt 
at the covid-19 
representation in front 
of the full moon turned 
out but oh well. 


Karen Derrick
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(quietly playing in the 
background, My 
Sharona) 

Bye Corona 

Owl and Pussycat set 
off on their 75th 
anniversary cruise, 
On big luxurious boat 
called the Diamond 
Princess, 
To the warm sunny 
beaches of Mexico, 
After a few days the 
other cruisers fell ill 
and looked quite 
green, 
Owl said to Pussycat, 
this cruise has thrown 
us a monkey wrench, 
So off they went under 
the bright moonlight in 
their tiny sailboat, 
Onward to Mexico - 
much to their delight, 
And they spent their 
anniversary singing, 
Bye Corona as they 
danced in sand by the 
light of the moon. 

Joanne Thomas
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I incorporated what I 
did in an online 
class.  Abstract is 
not my favorite. 

Teresa Lewis
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Before I got started, I 
looked on line for a 
pattern for the monkey 
wrench and found out 
that it is one of the blocks 
that some people think 
may have been used as 
codes to communicate 
with slaves looking for 
freedom during the time 
of the underground 
railroad.  According to the 
folklore, the monkey 
wrench block signified 
that It is time to collect 
tools, food, and money 
and organize for the trip.  
I couldn’t come up with a 
literal picture of packing 
for a trip that would fit in 
a 12” square, so I made 
one that showed an 
oppressed person on the 
road to freedom 
(hopefully). 

Audrey Kapitan
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“Make a Frisbee"    

It is an improvisation 
style free cut monkey 
wrench, flying 
through the air on a 
wave of feathers, also 
quilted 
improvisational.  

Gina Stateler-Calhoun 
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All It Needs Is a Murder 
Hornet! 

I started out with two 
fabrics, one newsprint 
fabric to represent the 
barrage of news we 
devour every day, and 
then tools for 
metaphorically dealing 
with the onslaught of 
painful events we all 
are dealing with. 

The owl represents a 
search for the truth, 
watching an ominous 
moonrise, while a truck 
hurtles towards it. 

Miriam Marlin 
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This was a super fun 
challenge.  Thanks so 
much for thinking of it.  
I can't tell you how 
many times I designed 
it -- and re-designed it 
-- on my morning 
walks.  I even have 
drawings of a 
completely different 
pattern and a bunch of 
variations on what I 
finally did. 

alys hay

20



When life gives you a 
monkey wrench 
make friends. 

Note the moon is in 
Sashiko in the upper 
right. 

Monkey wrench is in 
lower left and the 
friendship star 
surrounds the 
friends.  

Ann Herbst 1

21



On this one I expanded 
the side rooftops a bit 
but otherwise the 
monkey wrench is the 
house sides, the 
awning and the “stone 
patio” below the (cat) 
house.  

This one came to me 2 
weeks ago while the 
other one I did came to 
me during the first 
week of this challenge. 
Thanks for the fun!  

Ann Herbst 2
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Loved the challenge,  
learned something 
new & had lots of fun 
with this!! 

Vicki Kaylor
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When Life Throws You 
a Monkey Wrench - 
Wear a Mask! 
         
AKA ~ I'm smiling even 
if you can't see it. 

A few weeks ago, one 
of my retired postal 
friends sent me a 
card with the masked 
smiley face on front.  I 
laughed out loud 
and knew right away it 
was what I'd been 
looking for to add to 
the center of my 
Monkey Wrench 
block.  It's slipped in 
behind 
a layer of tulle that's 
used as a pocket. 

Norma Jean Edwards 
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Here’s my block.  

Couldn’t get it off last night 
due to fire monitoring and 
evacuation issues. 

See you on Zoom hopefully.  

Lynne Faulks 
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“Too Many 
Monkey 
Wrenches” 

Karen 
Mansergh

26



Diane 
Dickinson

27


